
R E L I G I O I S
A Newsletter Monitoring Trends In Contemporary Religion

Volume 8 Number 6 April 1993
EW RELIGIONS DRAWING FOLLOWERS AND CONFLICT IN EUROPE, EASTERN EUROPE

N e w a n d a l t e r n a t i v e r e l i g i o n s r a n g i n g f r o m I n d i a n t o N e w A g e t o
Evangel ical Christ ian are al ive and wel l in Europe and are booming in
Eastern Europe, moving into the rel igious vacuum created by the col lapse
o f c o m m u n i s m . P a r t i c i p a n t s i n a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e o n " N e w
Re l ig ions and the New Europe" he ld a t the London Schoo l o f Economics
explored these themes and others in late March. The conference, jo int ly
sponso red by t he I n fo rma t i on Ne twork Focus on Re l i g i ous Movemen ts
(INFORM), the Centre for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR), and the
I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e S t u d y o f A m e r i c a n R e l i g i o n s ( i S A R ) , d r e w a d i v e r s e l o t
o f academics, representat ives o f cu l t -watch ing and ant icu l t groups, and a
con t i ngen t o f members f r om new re l i g i ous movemen ts , such as t he
U n i fi c a t i o n C h u r c h , S c i e n t o l o g i s t s , S o k a G a k k a i , a n d t h e H a r e K r i s h n a s .
Of special interest were at least half a dozen members of the Family,
formerly the Children of God. They have kept a low profile for many years
but now have again become public, defending themselves against their
cr i t ics and t ry ing to establ ish themselves as missionary-minded, communal
Chr i st i an evange1i ca1s.

Eileen Barker, an organizer of the conference and director of INFORM,
r e p o r t e d t h a t h e r d a t a b a s e n o w h a d i n f o r m a t i o n o n 1 6 0 0 r e l i g i o u s
m o v e m e n t s i n E u r o p e a n d t h a t t h e fl o o d o f r e q u e s t s f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n
s u c h g r o u p s w a s i n u n d a t i n g t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s s m a l l s t a f f i n . . L o n d o n .
S e v e r a l m o v e m e n t s r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e r e p o r t e d h a v i n g t h o u s a n d s
or tens of thousands of members throughout Europe. The New Age movement
w a s a l s o r e p o r t e d t o b e t h r i v i n g i n b o t h E a s t e r n a n d We s t e r n E u r o p e . T h e
m o s t s t r i k i n g n e w s r e p o r t e d w a s t h a t o f t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e n e w
r e l i g i o n s i n t o E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n . M o s t o f t h e
g r o u p s c l a i m e d l a r g e a n d r a p i d l y e x p a n d i n g m e m b e r s h i p s i n R u s s i a n a n d
o t h e r f o r m e r l y c o m m u n i s t n a t i o n s . S h a u n a k a R i s h i D a s o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S o c i e t y f o r K r i s h n a C o n s c i o u s n e s s s a i d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s m e m b e r s h i p
in Russia was now at least 10,000 and growing, with new centers opening
f r e q u e n t l y . T h a t m e a n s t h a t t h e R u s s i a n b a s e o f t h e m o v e m e n t i s t w o o r
t h r e e t i m e s l a r g e r t h a n t h e A m e r i c a n m e m b e r s h i p w a s a t t h e h e i g h t o f t h e
m o v e m e n t i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s . E v e n t h e r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e - k n o w n B r a h m a K u m a r i s
m o v e m e n t c l a i m s 8 0 0 R u s s i a n m e m b e r s a n d n o w o p e r a t e s t h r e e c e n t e r s i n
R u s s i a a n d o n e i n B e l a r u s .

S c h o l a r s f r o m b o t h E a s t e r n a n d We s t e r n E u r o p e s u b s t a n t i a t e d t h e
o p t i m i s t i c r e p o r t s f r o m t h e n e w r e l i g i o n i s t s . I s o t t a P o g g i o f t h e
U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a a t S a n t a B a r b a r a p r i v i d e d a l o n g l i s t o f E a s t e r n
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E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s i n w h i c h v a r i o u s g r o u p s a r e a c t i v e . A g n e s D o r r
c h a r a c t e r i z e d m a n y g r o u p s a s h i g h l y a c t i v e i n h e r n a t i v e H u n g a r y, n o t i n g
that when Jehovah's Witnesses announced a rally to be held in Budapest,
70,000 turned out . Does th is expansion of new and al ternat ive re l ig ions
in the former Eastern bloc mean that such groups will win the spiritual
ba t t le fo r the sou l o f the reg ion? Defin i te ly no t , a rgued J . Gordon
Melton of ISAR. The winner will be evangelical Protestantism, which
during years of underground evangelism and Bible-smuggling has built a
n e t w o r k o f s t r u c t u r e s t h a t g i v e s i t a n u n p a r a l l e l e d b a s e f o r i n s t i t u t i o n -
building all over the East. Melton's argument was corroborated by
Dadeusz Doktor of the University of Warsaw, whose data suggested that
non-Christian movements in Poland typically have only a few hundred
members, and col lect ively perhaps 5,000, but that Chr ist ian groups have
much more substantial fol lowings. Yet none of the groups can expect
entirely smooth sailing. Barker, of the London School of Economics,
cautioned participants that the past is not necessarily the best guide
fo r the fu tu re . She sa id tha t the m i l i eu o f repud ia t ion o f mate r ia l i sm
that fueled the quest for meaning in the West a quarter-century ago is_
quite unlike that of Eastern Europe, where prosperity is desperately
sought, and that the groups themselves have changed as their members have
a g e d a n d t h e g r o u p s h a v e m a t u r e d i n t h e i r o u t l o o k s .

Moreover, the recept ion to new rel ig ions somet imes borders on outr ight
repression in both Eastern and Western Europe. Dorr described various
ways in which the Hungarian government has taken steps to keep new
religions from operating legally. James T. Richardson of the Universityof Nevada reported several situations in which the Court of Human Rights
has upheld various efforts by government within the European Community to
res t r i c t f r eedom o f re l i g i on , a rgu ing tha t t he ou t l ook fo r f r eedom fo r
religious minorities is no better there than in the U.S., where the
Supreme Court has in recent years repealed previously establ ished
standards of free exercise. Spokespersons for several major religions and
religious organizations, including the World Council of Churches, the
Roman Catholic Church, and the Church of England, all indicated during
the conference that their bodies are also not particularly interested
even in dialogue with new religions. The nature of the cult wars may
change, but those wars have not ended, contended Massimo Introvigne,
director of CESNUR. Undoubtedly the conference participants will have
much more to discuss at next year's meeting of CESNUR in Recife, Brazil.
—By Timothy Miller, professor of Religion at the University of Kansas,
who has most recently edited the book "When Prophets Die: The
Postcharismatic Fate of New Religious Movements" (SUNY Press, 1991).

KORESH AND PROPHET BRINGING ON NEW JONESTOWNS-- OR JUST MORE CULT WARS?
The conflict surrounding David Koresh and his group known as the Branch
Davidians in Waco, Texas, has often been portrayed by the media and law
enforcement agencies as a cult long on the threshold of violent activity.
But AWARE, an organization of academics seeking to provide unbiased
information on new religions and counteract anti-cultist groups, has
chal lenged that v iew. The current issue of the group's newslet ter Aware
News (April) says that the dramatic events surrounding Koresh have
"evoked a veritable media feeding frenzy, a frenzy which an odd
assor tment o f se l f -p roda imed ' cu l t ' exper ts have taken advantage o f in
an effort to promote their peculiar views on alternative rel igions." It
adds the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) was wrongly led
t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e B r a n c h D a v i d i a n s w a s a v i o l e n t " s u i c i d e c u l t " r a t h e r
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t h a n a s u r v i v a l i s t g r o u p ; K o r e s h s t o c k e d f o o d a n d o t h e r s u p p l i e s l i k e
m o s t s u r v i v a l i s t s , a n d l o c a l l a w e n f o r c e r s d i d n o t b e l i e v e t h e g r o u p
w o u l d e n g a g e i n u n w a r r a n t e d v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h e W a c o c o m m u n i t y . T h e A T F
c o n s u l t e d c u l t d e p r o g r a m m e r R i c k R o s s f o r s o m e o f t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n o n

/ ^ K o r e s h ' s g r o u p . R o s s , a n e x - c o n v i c t , " c l e a r l y h a s a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t i n
p o r t r a y i n g n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n s i n t h e w o r s t p o s s i b l e l i g h t . T h u s
AT F ' s i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e B r a n c h D a v i d i a n s a s a p o s s i b l e J o n e s t o w n c o u l d
e a s i l y h a v e b e e n f o r m e d b y i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d f r o m R o s s a n d o t h e r s o f
h i s i l k . . . W h a t R i c k R o s s c o m m u n i c a t e d t o t h e A T F w o u l d h a v e r e i n f o r c e d
t h e w i d e l y - p r e v a l e n t s t e r e o t y p e o f ^ c u l t s ' a s c r i m i n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s
r e a d y t o c o m m i t t h e w o r s t a t r o c i t i e s a t t h e d r o p o f a h a t . M a i n s t r e a m
s c h o l a r s h a v e t h o r o u g h l y d e b u n k e d t h i s s t e r e o t y p e a s i n a c c u r a t e . "

D u r i n g t h e K o r e s h c o n t r o v e r s y t h e m e d i a f o c u s e d o n t h e C h u r c h
U n i v e r s a l a n d T r i u m p h a n t ( C U T ) i n M o n t a n a a s a p o s s i b l e e x a m p l e o f a n o t h e r
" Wa c o " i n t h e m a k i n g . T h e Wa s h i n g t o n P o s t ( M a r c h 2 0 ) r e p o r t s t h a t
n e i g h b o r s a n d l a w o f fi c i a l s h a v e b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y n e r v o u s a b o u t t h e
N e w A g e - o r i e n t e d s u r v i v a l i s t g r o u p l e d b y E l i z a b e t h C l a r e P r o p h e t ,
e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e s h e w i l l n o t a l l o w l a w o f fi c i a l s t o i n s p e c t i t s
p r e m i s e s . P r o p h e t r a i s e d a l a r m a f e w y e a r s a g o w h e n i t w a s l e a r n e d s h e
d i r e c t e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f e l a b o r a t e b o m b s h e l t e r s a n d s t o c k e d t h e m
w i t h p r o v i s i o n s a n d a l a r g e c a c h e o f fi r e a r m s . T h e s a m e i s s u e o f
A w a r e N e w s c i t e d a b o v e o f f e r s a f a r d i f f e r e n t v i e w o f t h e
c o n t r o v e r s y : P r o p h e t ' s g r o u p i s n o n v i o l e n t a n d c a n n o t b e c o m p a r e d t o
t h e B r a n c h D a v i d i a n s . M e m b e r s o f A W A R E r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d t h e C U T c o m p l e x ,
e x a m i n i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s f a l l o u t s h e l t e r s a n d i n t e r v i e w i n g l e a d e r s
P r o p h e t a n d E d w a r d F r a n c i s . T h e y f o u n d C U T " a d u l t s a n d c h i l d r e n t o b e
u n u s u a l l y h e a l t h y , f r i e n d l y , a n d w e l l - a d j u s t e d . T h e l e a d e r s h i p s t y l e w a s
r e l a x e d , w i t h a fl e x i b l e m e m b e r s h i p s t r u c t u r e - - r a n g i n g f r o m f u l l - t i m e
s t a f f l i v i n g o n C h u r c h p r o p e r t y t o i n d e p e n d e n t m e m b e r s l i v i n g i n n e a r b y
t o w n s - - t h a t a l l o w s m e m b e r s t o i n t e n s i f y o r r e d u c e t h e l e v e l o f t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t a s t h e y s e e fi t . " T h e c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r t h e C U T ' s s t o r i n g
fi r e a r m s s t e m m e d f r o m t h e g r o u p s b u y i n g s u c h w e a p o n s i l l e g a l l y t o a v o i d
n e g a t i v e m e d i a a t t e n t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e w s l e t t e r . M o s t o f t h e
negat ive publ ic i ty in the wake of the Koresh incident has been generated
by a local newspaper publisher personally opposed to the CUT. (Aware
News, 160 N. Fairview Ave., Ste D282, Qoleta, CA 93117)-- Erl ing Jorstad,
R W c o n t r i b u t i n g e d i t o r a n d p r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y a t S t . O l a f C o l l e g e ,
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e p o r t .

FOUR SQUARE CHURCH'S INFORMALITY, FLEXIBILITY KEY TO RAPID GROWTH
T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C h u r c h o f t h e F o u r S q u a r e G o s p e l m a y n o t b e a s w e l l
k n o w n a s i t s P e n t e c o s t a l c o u n t e r p a r t , t h e A s s e m b l i e s o f G o d , b u t - i t i s
b e c o m i n g t h e f a s t e s t g r o w i n g d e n o m i n a t i o n i n t h e U . S . t h r o u g h i t s
i n f o r m a l , fl e x i b l e s t y l e o f m i n i s t r y , a c c o r d i n g t o C h a r i s m a m a g a z i n e
(March). The Four Square Church, started by flamboyant evangelist Aimee
Semple McPherson during the 1920s, has grown from 921 congregations in
1980 to 1,516 in 1991— a 65 percent increase. The denomination now has
s t a r t e d m o r e t h a n 2 5 , 0 0 0 c o n g r e g a t i o n s o v e r s e a s , i n c l u d i n g m o r e t h a n
7,000 in Brazi l . " In the Pacific Northwest [ long the most unchurched U.S.
region] , Foursquare churches produce pastora l candidates so fast that the
region doesn't have enough new churches in which to place them. Similar
expansion has begun to occur on the East Coast and in urban areas where

^ the Foursquare Church has not been active in the past," reports Steven
L a w s o n . T h e d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s a d a p t a b i l i t y a n d d e c e n t r a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e a r e
the key factors cited for the church's growth. There is a movement of 70
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b a b y - b o o m e r o r i e n t e d c h u r c h e s w i t h i n t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n k n o w n a s H o p e
C h a p e l . T h e s e c h u r c h e s , m a n y o f t h e m m u 1 t i - f a c e t e d " m e g a c h u r c h e s , " a r e
b a s e d o n t h e W e s t C o a s t ( a s w e l l a s i n H a w a i i a n d J a p a n ) a n d u s e a
c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r s h i p s t y l e t o a p p e a l t o a y o u n g e r a u d i e n c e .

O t h e r F o u r s q u a r e c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e j u s t a s d i v e r s e , r a n g i n g f r o m t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l P e n t e c o s t a l F i r s t F o u r s q u a r e i n F r e s n o , C a l i f . , t o a r a c i a l l y
m i x e d c o n g r e g a t i o n i n C h i c a g o . C h u r c h p r e s i d e n t J o h n H o l l a n d s a y s , " We
d o n ' t t r y t o m a k e a p a s t o r ^ F o u r s q u a r e . ' R a t h e r , w e e n c o u r a g e p a s t o r s t o
u s e t h e i r g i f t i n g s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s t r e n g t h s t o r e a c h t h o s e i n t h e
c o m m u n i t y a r o u n d t h e m . Y o u w i l l n o t fi n d a ^ t y p i c a l ' F o u r s q u a r e
c o n g r e g a t i o n . " P e n t e c o s t a l h i s t o r i a n V i n s o n S y n a n n o t e s t h a t w i t h o u t
b u r e a u c r a t i c b a g g a g e , t h e c h u r c h a l l o w s l o c a l p a s t o r s t o i m p l e m e n t t h e i r
o w n s t r a t e g i e s f o r m i n i s t r y a s l o n g a s t h e y r e m a i n w i t h i n d o c t r i n a l
b o u n d s . E v e n t h e F o u r S q u a r e t r a i n i n g o f m i n i s t e r s i s o f t e n t a i l o r e d m o r e
t o i n d i v i d u a l n e e d s , L a w s o n a d d s . T h e r e i s a l s o a t h e o l o g i c a l o p e n n e s s
i n t h e F o u r s q u a r e n o t f o u n d i n o t h e r P e n t e c o s t a l d e n o m i n a t i o n s . A f t e r a
p e r i o d o f r e s t r i c t i o n a g a i n s t w o m e n m i n i s t e r s i n t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n d u r i n g
t h e 1 9 7 0 s , t h e r e i s n o w a r e s u r g e n c e o f w o m e n i n m i n i s t r y. W h e n o t h e r
t r a d i t i o n a l P e n t e c o s t a l b o d i e s d i s m i s s e d t h e c h a r i s m a t i c m o v e m e n t i n t h e
1 9 6 0 s , F o u r s q u a r e c h u r c h e s w e r e g e n e r a l l y o p e n t o s u c h c u r r e n t s . E v e n
s u c h a n " o r t h o d o x " P e n t e c o s t a l d o c t r i n e a s t h e n e c e s s i t y o f s p e a k i n g i n
t o n g u e s a s a s i g n o f b e i n g b a p t i z e d w i t h t h e H o l y S p i r i t i s n o t i n s i s t e d
upon by some pas to r s , such as p rom inen t Fou rsqua re l eade r Jack Hay fo rd .
( C h a r i s m a , 6 0 0 R h i n e h a r t R d . , L a k e M a r y, F L 3 2 7 4 6 )

RADICAL CHRISTIAN RIGHT SECEDES IN POLITICS?
S i n c e t h e e l e c t i o n o f B i l l C l i n t o n t h e r e h a v e b e e n s i g n s t h a t s o m e
c o n s e r v a t i v e e v a n g e l i c a l s a r e n o w p r e s s i n g f o r a m o r e c o u n t e r c u 1 t u r a l
s t a n c e , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e m o r e r a d i c a l s e c t o r s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n r i g h t ,
s u c h a s t h e R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t s w h o c a l l f o r a " C h r i s t i a n A m e r i c a " r u l e d
b y t h e B i b l e . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t A m e r i c a n I n f o r m a t i o n
N e w s l e t t e r ( F e b r u a r y ) s a y s t h a t t h e s t r i c t c h u r c h - s t a t e s e p a r a t i o n i s t s
w h o c r i t i c i z e c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n i n v o l v e m e n t i n p o l i t i c s m a y h a v e a
p o i n t . T h e n e w s l e t t e r s a y s t h a t " C h r i s t i a n s d o n o t b e l o n g i n t h e s a m e
b o d y p o l i t i c w i t h l e f t - f a s c i s t s o f t h i s s t r i p e , f a s c i s t s w h o w a n t t o
r e m o v e m y G o d - g i v e n r i g h t t o f r e e s p e e c h , f r e e a s s o c i a t i o n a n d f r e e d o m o f
w o r s h i p a n d t h o u g h t . T h e y w a n t a n a b s o l u t i s t s e c u l a r c u l t u r e a n d
t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e a n d 1 t h i n k i t i s t i m e t h a t w e c o n s i d e r g r a n t i n g t h e m
t h e i r d e s i r e b y m e a n s o f s e c c e s s i o n . W e s h o u l d s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r w h a t
t y p e o f f o r c e w o u l d b e n e c e s s a r y t o d i v i d e t h e c o u n t r y . I t m a y b e t i m e ,
i n a p a r a p h r a s e o f J e f f e r s o n , t o c o n s i d e r ^ d i s s o l v i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l
b a n d s . * I a m n o t l i k e l y t o b e d i s s u a d e d f r o m t h i s v i e w b y t h e a r g u m e n t
t h a t o n e s h o u l d a c c e p t t y r a n n y i n o r d e r t o ^ w i t n e s s * t o t h e t y r a n t . T h e
^witness' has obviously been given to these and rejected. In that case,
J e s u s t o l d u s t o ^ w i p e t h e d u s t f r o m o u r s a n d a l s , * w h i c h I a l s o t a k e t o
b e a s e c c e s s i o n i s t s e n t i m e n t . " ( A m e r i c a n I n f o r m a t i o n N e w s l e t t e r , P. O .
2 4 0 8 B o i s e , I D 8 3 7 0 2 )

CURRENT RESEARCH RECENT FINDINGS ON RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR
* Tw o r e c e n t s t u d i e s , o n e L u t h e r a n a n d t h e o t h e r U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t ,
d o c u m e n t t h e l o n g s u s p e c t e d t r e n d o f l a y p e o p l e i n m a i n l i n e b o d i e s
c o n t i n u i n g t o s h o w d i m i n i s h e d l o y a l t y f o r t h e i r n a t i o n a l b u r e a u c r a t i c
l e a d e r s h i p . T h e M i n n e a p o l i s S t a r - T r i b u n e ( M a r c h 2 1 ) c i t e s a n e x h a u s t i v e
s u r v e y o f L u t h e r a n s b y t h e M i n n e s o t a P o l l w h i c h s h o w s t h a t o n l y 2 4
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p e r c e n t e x p r e s s a g r e a t d e a l o f c o n fi d e n c e i n o r g a n i z e d n a t i o n a l
denominational programs; 56 percent of those same people state they have
a g r e a t d e a l o f c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e i r l o c a l p a s t o r . A m o n g U n i t e d
M e t h o d i s t s , c h u r c h g r o w t h s p e c i a l i s t R u s s e l l R i c h e y o f D u k e U n i v e r s i t y
D i v i n i t y S c h o o l , fi n d s m u c h t h e s a m e p a t t e r n . L a r g e n a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s ,
o r g a n i z e d s o m e 3 0 t o 4 0 y e a r s a g o , a r e f a i l i n g t o e n e r g i z e o r m a k e v i v i d
t h e n e e d s o f m e m b e r s , w h o c h o o s e t o i n v o l v e t h e m s e l v e s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y
w i t h l o c a l a c t i v i t i e s . B o t h R i c h e y, s p e a k i n g f o r M e t h o d i s t s , a n d c h u r c h
h i s t o r i a n M a r t i n E . M a r t y , s p e a k i n g f o r t h e L u t h e r a n s , s a y t h a t t h e
n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l s u r v i v e b y b e c o m i n g s m a l l e r a n d fi n d i n g n e w
w a y s t o m a k e c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h t h e e v e r y d a y l i v e s o f m e m b e r s . — B y E r l i n g
J o r s t a d .

* W h i l e A m e r i c a n s b e l i e v e t h a t t h e m a t e r i a l i s m a n d g r e e d a r e h a r m i n g
m o r a l v a l u e s , m o s t i n d i v i d u a l s a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n m a k i n g a l o t o f m o n e y
a n d i n a c c u m u l a t i n g a l o t o f m a t e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s , p a y i n g l i t t l e
a t t e n t i o n t o r e l i g i o u s t e a c h i n g s o n fi n a n c i a l m a t t e r s , a c c o r d i n g t o a
r e c e n t s t u d y. I n t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r v ( M a r c h 3 ) , s o c i o l o g i s t R o b e r t
Wu thnow c i t es a s tudy he conduc ted wh ich shows 89 pe rcen t o f responden ts
a g r e e i n g t h a t " o u r s o c i e t y i s t o o m a t e r i a l i s t i c , " a n d 7 3 p e r c e n t a g r e e i n g
t o t h e v i e w t h a t " b e i n g g r e e d y i s a s i n a g a i n s t G o d . " Y e t m o s t
r e s p o n d e n t s l o o k u p o n w e a l t h a n d t h e w e a l t h y v e r y f a v o r a b l y. E i g h t y
pe rcen t say t hey "adm i re peop le who make a l o t o f money by wo rk i ng ha rd " -- 1 1 p e r c e n t m o r e t h a n t h o s e w h o s a y t h e y a d m i r e " p e o p l e w h o t a k e a l o w e r

p a y i n g j o b i n o r d e r t o h e l p o t h e r s , " a n d 2 0 p e r c e n t m o r e t h a n t h o s e w h o
acknowledge admir ing "peop le who work hard but never make much money. "
W u t h n o w fi n d s t h a t r e l i g i o u s f a i t h a n d b i b l i c a l t e a c h i n g s o n p o v e r t y a n d
w e a l t h h a s l i t t l e i m p a c t o n t h e w a y s p e o p l e c o n d u c t t h e i r fi n a n c i a l
a f f a i r s . O n l y 1 2 p e r c e n t r e p o r t e d b e i n g t a u g h t t h a t i t w a s w r o n g t o w a n t
a l o t o f m o n e y . S i x t y E i g h t p e r c e n t a g r e e t h a t " m o n e y i s o n e t h i n g ,
m o r a l s a n d v a l u e s a r e c o m p l e t e l y s e p a r a t e . " W u t h n o w w r i t e s t h a t " w h a t
r e l i g i o u s f a i t h d o e s m o r e c l e a r l y t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e i s t o a d d a d o l l u p
o f p i e t y t o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t i c a m a l g a m i n w h i c h m o s t o f u s l i v e . " A t t h e
s a m e t i m e , h e fi n d s t h a t m o s t p e o p l e w a n t t h e c h u r c h e s a n d s y n a g o g u e s t o
e n c o u r a g e p e o p l e t o b e l e s s m a t e r i a l i s t i c . ( C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 4 0 7 S .
D e a r b o r n S t . , C h i c a g o , I L 6 0 6 0 5 )

* A r e c e n t G a l l u p P o l l o f N o r t h a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s fi n d s t h a t
m o s t p e o p l e m a k e a s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e i r f a i t h s a n d p r o t e c t i n g
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . E m e r g i n g T r e n d s ( F e b r u a r y ) , t h e G a l l u p n e w s l e t t e r o n
r e l i g i o n c i t e s t h e p o l l a s s h o w i n g t h a t m o r e t h a n n i n e a d u l t s
i n 1 0 i n t h e U . S . ( 9 3 p e r c e n t ) a n d s i m i l a r n u m b e r s i n B r a z i l ( 9 9
p e r c e n t ) , M e x i c o ( 9 3 p e r c e n t ) , a n d C a n a d a ( 9 1 p e r c e n t ) a g r e e w i t h t h e
a s s e r t i o n t h a t n a t u r e i s G o d ' s c r e a t i o n a n d t h e r e f o r e i t i s t h e d u t y o f
h u m a n s t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . B o t h A m e r i c a n s ( 7 7 p e r c e n t ) a n d
C a n a d i a n s ( 8 3 p e r c e n t ) a r e l e s s l i k e l y t h a n t h e B r a z i l i a n s a n d M e x i c a n s
( 9 7 p e r c e n t e a c h ) t o a g r e e t h a t a l l l i v i n g t h i n g s h a v e t h e s a m e r i g h t t o
e x i s t a s h u m a n s . A s f o r r e l i g i o u s l y i n s p i r e d i n v o l v e m e n t i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i s s u e s , t h e f o u r - c o u n t r y s u r v e y fi n d s t h a t M e x i c a n c h u r c h m e m b e r s a r e
m o s t l i k e l y t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e i r r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s h a v e e n c o u r a g e d t h e m
t o t a k e a c t i o n s t o p r o t e c t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t ( 5 6 p e r c e n t ) , c o m p a r e d t o
B r a z i l i a n c h u r c h m e m b e r s ( 3 9 p e r c e n t ) , U . S . m e m b e r s ( 3 8 p e r c e n t ) , a n d
C a n a d i a n s ( 2 6 p e r c e n t ) . B u t w h e n i t c o m e s t o t h e m e m b e r ' s a c t i o n s ( s u c h
a s r e c y c l i n g ) , U . S . c h u r c h m e m b e r s t o p t h e l i s t ( 5 6 p e r c e n t ) , f o l l o w e d b y
B r a z i l ( 4 2 p e r c e n t ) , a n d M e x i c o a n d C a n a d a ( 4 0 p e r c e n t ) . T h e n e w s l e t t e r
c o m m e n t s t h a t t h e p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e o f M e x i c a n c h u r c h m e m b e r s m a y b e
p a r t i c u l a r l y e n c o u r a g i n g b e c a u s e c r i t i c s o f t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n F r e e T r a d e
A g r e e m e n t ( N A F TA ) h a v e f e a r e d t h a t M e x i c a n s w o u l d n o t b e a s
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environmental ly concerned as their counterparts in the U.S. and Canada.
(Emerging Trends, 47 Hulfish St. , Sui te 215, Box 389, Pr inceton, NJ
0 8 5 4 2 )

LIBERATION THEOLOGY MOVES FROM CENTER STAGE, TRYING NEW STRATEGIES
L a t i n A m e r i c a n l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y i s u n d e r g o i n g d e e p c h a n g e s d u e t o
s u c h r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s a s t h e f a l l o f c o m m u n i s m , t h e t r a n s i t i o n o f m o s t
L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s t o d e m o c r a c y , t h e g r o w t h o f c o n s e r v a t i v e
l e a d e r s h i p a n d g r o u p s , a c c o r d i n g t o r e c e n t r e p o r t s . W h i l e s o m e p r o p o n e n t s
o f l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y, s u c h a s B r a z i l i a n t h e o l o g i a n L e o n a r d o B o f f , h a v e
c l a i m e d t h a t h a s b e e n f e w c h a n g e s i n t h e m o v e m e n t i n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s
[ s e e J u l y / A u g u s t ' 9 0 R W ] , t h e r e i s t h e g r o w i n g o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t
l i b e r a t i o n i s m i s f a c i n g n e w c h a l l e n g e s . I n C h r i s t i a n i t v & C r i s i s
(December 14 ) , Ken Se rb in w r i t es t ha t t he San ta Domingo documen t i ssued
b y t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n b i s h o p s l a s t y e a r s i g n a l e d t h e c h a n g i n g i m a g e o f
t h e r e g i o n ' s c h u r c h a s i t p l a c e d a g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s o n s p i r i t u a l i t y a n d
e v a n g e l i s m a n d l e s s o n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m . B u t S e r b i n w r i t e s t h a t
l i b e r a t i o n i s m h a s s u f f e r e d f r o m i n t e r n a l p r o b l e m s a l s o . L i b e r a t i o n i s t o r
" p o p u l a r " c h u r c h a c t i v i s t s h a v e b e e n g r a d u a l l y m o v i n g a w a y f r o m t h e
m a i n s t r e a m o f t h e c h u r c h ; t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f B o f f f r o m t h e p r i e s t h o o d
l a s t y e a r w a s o n e s i g n o f t h i s t r e n d . T h e " b a s e c o m m u n i t i e s , " w h i c h g i v e
p o p u l a r e x p r e s s i o n t o l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y, " p r o b a b l y n u m b e r a f r a c t i o n o f
t h e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s c l a i m e d b y t h e c h u r c h , n o r i s i t c l e a r h o w
s u c c e s s f u l t h e y h a v e b e e n i n h e l p i n g t h e p o o r . "

B u t S e r b i n s e e s l i b e r a t i o n i s t c o n c e r n s r e v i v i n g i n t h e c u r r e n t m o v e m e n t
t o r e s i s t " n e o l i b e r a l " e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s t h r o u g h o u t L a t i n A m e r i c a ; e v e n
t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e S a n t a D o m i n g o d o c u m e n t i n c l u d e d s u c h c r i t i c i s m o f f r e e
m a r k e t e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s - - a " s i g n t h a t p r o g r e s s i v e s s t i l l h a d a g o o d
d e a l o f . . . i n f 1 u e n c e a n d t h a t i s s u e s o f l i b e r a t i o n h a v e b e c o m e a s t a n d a r d
o f t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n c h u r c h . . . " I n t h e l i b e r a l C a t h o l i c m a g a z i n e
C o m m o n w e a l ( M a r c h 2 6 ) , M a r y k n o l l m i s s i o n a r y R o b e r t H u r t e a u w r i t e s t h a t
t h e d e c l i n e i n t h e n u m b e r o f f o r e i g n c l e r g y a n d r e l i g i o u s i n L a t i n
A m e r i c a , w h o h a v e b e e n t h e m o s t a r d e n t s u p p o r t e r s o f l i b e r a t i o n
t h e o l o g y , h a s a l s o b e e n a s i g n i fi c a n t f a c t o r i n l i b e r a t i o n i s t d e c l i n e .
H u r t e a u s e e s P e r u ( o f t e n c o n s i d e r e d t h e b i r t h p l a c e o f l i b e r a t i o n
theology) as a model of how liberation theology may be changing: "Among
t h e p r o p o n e n t s o f t h e c h u r c h o f t h e p o o r , i f o n e l i s t e n s c l o s e l y o n e
h e a r s f e w e r c a l l s f o r c h a n g i n g u n j u s t s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s a n d m o r e t a l k o f
c r e a t i n g p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , a n d e c o n o m i c s p a c e s w h e r e t h e p o o r c a n l i v e
a n d w o r k ; l e s s o f a q u e s t f o r l i b e r a t i o n a n d m o r e a b o u t t h e q u e s t f o r
l i f e a n d h u m a n d i g n i t y . . . T h i s i s t h e a t t e m p t e d c h a n g e o f f o c u s : W e w i l l
a c h i e v e a n e w s o c i e t y n o t s o m u c h b y c h a n g i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e s t h a t a f f e c t
p e o p l e a s b y p e o p l e p u s h i n g t o g e t h e r f o r a d e c e n t s p a c e i n s o c i e t y. "
(Chr i s t i an i t y & Cr i s i s , 537W. 127s t . S t . , New York , NY 10027 ; Commonwea l ,
1 5 D u t c h S t . , N e w Yo r k , N Y 1 0 0 3 8 )

JAPAN'S NEW RELIGIONS STRESS TECHNIQUE, SEARCH FOR AUTHORITY
T h e n e w r e l i g i o n s m a k i n g t h e m o s t i m p a c t i n J a p a n t o d a y a r e t h o s e
s t r e s s i n g i n d i v i d u a l s p i r i t u a l p o w e r s a n d t e c h n i q u e s w h i l e a l s o b e i n g l e d
b y s t r o n g a u t h o r i t y fi g u r e s , a c c o r d i n g t o I n t e r n a t i o n a l M i n d s ( W i n t e r ) , a
B r i t i s h j o u r n a l o f p s y c h o l o g y a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . S u s u m u O d a a n d
S h i m j i S a t o h w r i t e t h a t u n l i k e t h e e a r l i e r w a v e s o f b e l i e v e r s i n J a p a n ' s
n e w r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s , t o d a y ' s " c o n v e r t s a r e n o t s a t i s fi e d w i t h t h e
h o p e o f w o r l d l y g a i n s t o b e a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m o f t h e h e a d o f
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t h e c u l t . N o r a r e t h e y c o n t e n t t o s e e k a d v a n c e m e n t t h r o u g h t h e r a n k s o f a
m a s s r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h e y w a n t t o h a v e s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e s o f
t h e i r o w n a n d t o a c h i e v e e x t r a s e n s o r y p e r c e p t i o n a n d o t h e r p a r a n o r m a l

'^powers for themselves...Today *s young recruits are litt le interested in
r e l i g i o u s d o c t r i n e . T h e f o c u s i n t h e c u r r e n t w a v e h a s t u r n e d f r o m b e l i e f
t o t e c h n i q u e s . . . " T h e a u t h o r s w r i t e t h a t t h e n e w r e l i g i o n s a r e p r i m a r i l y
d r a w i n g t e e n a g e r s a n d y o u n g a d u l t s ( w h o r e g i s t e r t h e h i g h e s t i n b e l i e f i n
t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l ) ; i n f a c t , f o r t h i s a g e g r o u p j o i n i n g a n u n k n o w n " c u l t "
a n d d e v e l o p i n g s p i r i t u a l p o w e r s i s v i e w e d a s " f a s h i o n a b l y a t t r a c t i v e . "
W h i l e t h e r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s i n t h e p a s t g r e w a n d c r o w d e d t h e o t h e r
m o v e m e n t s o u t , t h e n e w e r m o v e m e n t s , w h e t h e r t h e y b e S h i n t o , C h r i s t i a n o r
B u d d h i s t , a r e c o e x i s t i n g w i t h e a c h o t h e r .

O d a a n d S a t o h a d d t h a t t h e n e w e r r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s " d e l i b e r a t e l y a p p l y
t h e fi n d i n g s o f m o d e r n p s y c h o l o g y c o n c e r n i n g b r a i n w a s h i n g a n d s e n s o r y
d e p r i v a t i o n . " S u c h g r o u p s a s t h e S c i e n c e o f H a p p i n e s s [ s e e S e p t e m b e r
a n d N o v e m b e r ' 9 1 R W ) a r e s e r v i n g a s " s u r r o g a t e f a m i l i e s f o r t h e i r
a d h e r e n t s i n t h e ' f a t h e r l e s s ' s o c i e t y o f t o d a y ' s J a p a n , w h e r e t h e
p a t e r n a l a u t h o r i t y o f t h e p a s t h a s b e e n g r e a t l y e r o d e d a n d t h e p r e s s u r e
o f w o r k l e a v e s m a n y f a t h e r s w i t h l i t t l e t i m e f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I n
psycho log ica l te rms, the heads o f cu l ts serve as subst i tu te fa thers . " The
w r i t e r s s e e t h e s t r o n g f a t h e r fi g u r e s p r e s e n t e d i n t h e s e g r o u p s a s
m e s h i n g w i t h t h e " y e a r n i n g o f t h e p u b l i c f o r a ' s t r o n g l e a d e r o f a s t r o n g
J a p a n , ' " e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e l a c k o f p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p r e v e a l e d d u r i n g
the gu l f war. The ideolog ica l vacuum among in te l lec tua ls le f t by the
d e c l i n e o f M a r x i s m i s a n o t h e r r e a s o n c i t e d f o r t h e g r o w t h o f t h e n e w
r e l i g i o n s . T h e r e i s a l s o a s t r o n g a p o c a l y p t i c e l e m e n t i n t h e s e g r o u p s ,
o f f e r i n g f o l l o w e r s p r e d i c t i o n s f o r t h e f u t u r e . ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l M i n d s , 1 9

_ Hugh St., London SW1V 1QJ England)

ISLAMIC UPDATE
* The recen t bomb ing o f New Yo rk ' s Wor l d Trade Cen te r and o the r ac t s o f
v i o l e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t r e l i g i o u s - i n s p i r e d t e r r o r i s m h a s s h i f t e d f r o m t h e
c l o s e - k n i t , p r o f e s s i o n a l , a n d m o r e s e c u l a r - o r i e n t e d g r o u p s o f t h e 1 9 8 0 s
t o u n s t r u c t u r e d a n d a m o r p h o u s g r o u p s o f r a d i c a l M u s l i m s s e e k i n g t o c a r r y
o u t f u n d a m e n t a l i s t I s l a m i c g o a l s , a c c c o r d i n g t o t h e W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l
(March 17) . These Musl im ext remis ts , a " t iny minor i ty " w i th in Is lam,
" a r e n ' t p e o p l e o n a p a y r o l l l i k e t h o s e i n s o m e o f t h e o l d t e r r o r
o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - t h e s e a r e t r u e b e l i e v e r s , " o f t e n w i l l i n g t o t a k e g r e a t e r
r isks, says Mike Ackerman, a consul tant analyz ing terror ism t rends. The
t r e n d i s m o s t d i s t u r b i n g t o s e c u r i t y s p e c i a l i s t s , a s t h e n e w g r o u p s a r e
h a r d e r t o t r a c k t h a n t h e o l d e r o n e s ( w h i c h a r e s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e ,
a l though dormant) . The new terror is ts are of ten organized in smal l loca l
g roups a round a cha r i sma t i c c l e r i c ; t hus , even i f t he c l e r i c i s j a i l ed ,
t h e r e a r e " o t h e r s l i k e h i m " t o i n s p i r e t e r r o r i s m , s a y s o n e e x p e r t .

A l though these groups are loose-kn i t , they of ten show an in ternat ional
r e a c h . A m i l i t a n t I s l a m i c g r o u p i n P a k i s t a n s e n t a f a x i n t h e a f t e r m a t h
o f t h e Tw i n To w e r b o m b i n g a n d t h e i n v e s t i g a t o n o f N e w J e r s e y c l e r i c
She i k Omar Abde l -Rahman to t he Ca i ro o f fice o f t he Reu te r news agency
denying any involvement in the incident. But the fax added that any
unjust defamation of the cleric would not go without retaliation. The

^fundamentalist terrorists are far from amateurs. There are training campsfor some groups in the Middle East; there are even Afghan Islamic
t e r r o r i s t s w h o r e c e i v e d t h e i r t r a i n i n g f r o m t h e C I A d u r i n g t h e
Cold War (some of the suspected terrorists from the Twin Tower bombing
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were t ra ined in Afghanis tan) . Most of the exper ts in terv iewed see
increasing terrorism coming from fundamentalist Islamic groups, stemming
f r o m s u c h f a c t o r s a s t h e f a i l u r e o f f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s t o t a k e p o w e r i n
countr ies through pol i t ical means, such as Alger ia; renewed Musl im
animosi ty toward the U.S. and Israel af ter the gul f war; and the fading
appeal of more secular terror ist groups which fai led to win economic and
p o l i t i c a l p a y o f f s f o r t h e m a s s e s o f p e o p l e .

* F u n d a m e n t a l i s t I s l a m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e fi n d i n g a g r o w i n g a p p e a l a m o n g
t h e Tu r k i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n G e r m a n y i n t h e f a c e o f g r o w i n g r i g h t - w i n g ,
a n t i - i m m i g r a n t s e n t i m e n t , a c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t s t u d y b y t h e C e n t e r f o r
Tu r k i s h S t u d i e s i n E s s e n , G e r m a n y. T h e s t u d y, c i t e d i n t h e N a t i o n a l
C a t h o l i c R e g i s t e r ( M a r c h 1 4 ) , fi n d s t h a t t h e r e c e n t w a v e o f a t t a c k s
d i r e c t e d a t f o r e i g n e r s - - e s p e c i a l l y t h e 1 . 8 m i l l i o n - s t r o n g T u r k i s h
c o m m u n i t y - - a s w e l l a s a t r e n d t o w a r d r i g h t - w i n g p o l i t i c s a r e k e y f a c t o r s
i n t h e g r o w t h o f r a d i c a l I s l a m i c g r o u p s . T h e s t u d y s a y s " I s l a m i n
E u r o p e w i l l b e c o m e m o r e a n d m o r e f a n a t i c t h e m o r e M u s l i m s i n E u r o p e h a v e
t o fi g h t f o r t h e i r r i g h t s . " N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t a d d s t h a t m o r e t h a n 6 0
p e r c e n t o f a l l t h e m o s q u e - c e n t e r e d a s s o c i a t i o n s i n G e r m a n y h a v e m o d e r a t e
p o l i c i e s a n d a r e i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e T u r k i s h g o v e r n m e n t . ( N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c
R e g i s t e r , 1 2 7 0 0 V e n t u r a B l v d . , S u i t e 2 0 0 , S t u d i o C i t y , O A 9 1 S 0 4 )

* A s m a l l b u t g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f S p a n i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s
a r e s e e k i n g t o r e c o v e r t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s I s l a m i c r o o t s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e
r e g i o n o f A n d a l u s i a , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e N e w Y o r k T i m e s ( M a r c h 1 ) . " G r o u p e d
i n c o m m u n i t i e s i n G r a n a d a , S e v i l l e , A l m e r i a , J e r e z d e l a F r o n t e r a a n d
M a l a g a a s w e l l a s C o r d o b a , s o m e 2 , 0 0 0 S p a n i a r d s h a v e f o r m a l l y c o n v e r t e d
t o I s l a m . M a n y o f t h e m a r e i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s w h o w e r e
p r e v i o u s l y d r a w n t o c o m p e t i n g d o c t r i n e s o f R o m a n C a t h o l i c i s m a n d M a r x i s m .
Y e t t h e y b e l o n g t o a f a r l a r g e r m o v e m e n t o f A n d a l u s i a n s w h o a r e c o m i n g t o
t e r m s w i t h t h e i r A r a b p a s t , " r e p o r t s t h e n e w s p a p e r . T h e n e w i n t e r e s t i n
I s l a m i n t h e p o o r r e g i o n o f A n d a l u s i a h a s b e e n i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e m o v e m e n t
t o w a r d g r e a t e r r e g i o n a l a u t o n o m y i n S p a i n , a s w e l l a s b y t h e r e c e n t
c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e fi f t h c e n t e n a r y o f t h e f a l l o f t h e A r a b s t r o n g h o l d o f
G r a n a d a . T h e A n d a l u s i a n M u s l i m s a r g u e t h a t I s l a m i s n a t u r a l t o t h e
r e g i o n , s i n c e i t h a d n o t b e e n C h r i s t i a n i z e d b e f o r e t h e A r a b o c c u p a t i o n
b e g a n i n 7 1 1 . C o n v e r t A l h a k e m M o r i l l a h a s b e e n p r o m o t i n g a n A n d a l u s i a n
f o r m o f I s l a m w i t h o u t s e e k i n g t o d e f e n d t h e w a y I s l a m i s p r a c t i c e d i n
v a r i o u s A r a b c o u n t r i e s . R a t h e r t h a n p r o s e l y t i z i n g , t h e l o c a l i s l a m i c
c e n t e r h a s h e l d s o c i a l p r o g r a m s f o r i v i s i t o t - s ^ ^ r i
r e g u l a r c r o w d o f i n q u i r e r s , w i t h s o m e
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